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District Vision Statement

Michigan Center School - The cutting edge leader in educational advancement empowers all students for life-long success in a changing world.

District Mission Statement

The mission of Michigan Center School District is to engage, challenge and motivate life-long learners toward excellence through innovation.
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Michigan Center Schools
Balanced Assessment Information
A Balanced Assessment System is one that includes multiple sources of information. Different types of
assessments have different purposes. An effort is being made at Michigan Center to revisit, build upon,
and work towards utilizing the information gleaned from different assessment types in the best way
possible for student growth.
Summative Assessments
 Summative Assessments give us a snapshot of performance at a point in time.
 Summative Assessments provide information for instructional planning and programming into the
future.
 The state summative assessments that are administered each spring are M-STEP, PSAT, SAT,
ACT WorkKeys, MI Access and WIDA Access.
Benchmark Assessments
 Benchmark Assessments allow us to monitor progress for learning objectives, including student
growth and possible intervention needs.
 Benchmark Assessments are common assessments and are aligned to content standards.
 Benchmark Assessments are administered three times a year (September, January, and May).
 At Michigan Center, we administer the MDE Early Literacy and Math Assessment for Kindergarten2nd Grade, and the NWEA MAP Growth Assessments for Reading, Math, and Science for 3rd-12th
Grades. NWEA’s initial implementation was this fall.

Parent/Guardian and Student Information for Assessments
Summative Assessments
The Spring 2021 State Assessment Parent Reports are being sent home with students.
 M-STEP, PSAT 8, and SAT, ACT WorkKeys
 Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has some good resources for this report understanding
which may be found with the following webpage: Guide to Parent Reports
PSAT
 College Board has some additional information for understanding score reports. This information
may be found here:
 PSAT 8/9 Sample Score Report
 PSAT Sample Score Report (10th Grade)
MI Access
 A Companion Guide for MI Access Parent Reports is linked here.
Benchmark Assessments
 MDE Early Literacy and Math Assessment
 Results will be shared with families via a document that includes the overall and domain-specific
performance. The document will also include Fountas and Pinnell information, which is a diagnostic
tool used for reading.
NWEA MAP Growth
 Keicher-Family Reports were shared with parents via Parent/Teacher Conferences.
 Jr/Sr High-Family Reports will be given to students via their Advisory classes to share with
home.
 Here is an NWEA Family Report video that explains this report.
 Family Report Video

What’s Next?
Parent/Guardian Survey
 The Parent/Guardian Survey is available to gather
feedback and to build collaboration.
 Arnold, Keicher, Jr High, and Sr High will share a Parent/
Guardian Survey link via various communication platforms
during the month of November.
 2021-2022 Arnold Elementary Parent/Guardian Survey
 2021-2022 Keicher Elementary Parent/Guardian Survey
 2021-2022 MC Jr/Sr High School Parent/Guardian Survey

We welcome your input!
*In the following News and Views editions, we will continue to
build upon this Balanced Assessment information and describe other assessment types and examples
with you.

Michigan Center Schools
Keicher Elementary News
The 4th graders at Keicher Elementary were treated to a puppet show in
October. The puppets are part of a program called Kids on the
Block. The presentation is designed to teach children about impairments and
differences. Students learned that being different is a universal condition,
they were able to increase their understanding and awareness of impairment
issues, and also to help everyone accept differences in others and
themselves. One of the many important
things the puppets taught was that
impairments are not defects, but rather
examples of life's natural diversity that
enriches us all.
Kids on the Block has been performing for 4th
grade students since 1979. The program is
offered through the Jackson County ISD. The
puppeteers present the information in a very
kid-friendly way and are very knowledgeable. The presenters encouraged
student participation in a question and answer session. The students' came
up with some very thoughtful questions to better their understanding of each
presentation. Once students were back in their classrooms, they were able
to write letters to the puppet/puppeteers to ask any further questions or to
get more clarification. This program offered an amazing educational
experience for the 4th Graders.

Michigan Center Schools
Arnold Elementary News

Michigan Center Schools
Junior High & High School Band News
We have had an eventful fall in band
class! The HS Marching Band
performed “Music of ‘The Beatles’” as
our halftime show. We took the show on
the road to Vandercook Lake for the
Jackson County Marching Invitational,
and to Chelsea High School for the
prestigious Chelsea Marching
Exhibition. While we were there, the
Easten Michigan Marching Band closed
the show - their band includes THREE
of our alumni: Kara, Robbie, and Dylan!
Last week, we also put on our
“Cardinals on Parade” concert for the
first time in 2 years. For a packed new
gym audience, we had a Halloween
show from the 8th grade, and selections
from the jazz band and drumline as well. The marching band even
marched their halftime show inside!

The 7th grade band is also soaring to new heights! They are beginning their instruments for the first time
and learning what it means to be a Michigan Center Band Kid. They already can play many songs and are
anxious and excited to learn more. We are thankful to have our bands back together again this year.

